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VERNA VAN DIEMEN

angberg residents will
Hmarch on Oceana’s factory

in the harbour on Sunday
September 19 to hand over a mem-
orandum and a petition to Oceana,
demanding the company stop plans
to close the factory.

The petition is also addressed to
the City of Cape Town, De ent
of Agriculture and Fisheries and
Department of Fishing and Forestry
~and demands the company be

hack

relocate workers to its plant in St
Helena Bay on the West Coast.

Workers are resisting this move,
saying it is not economically viable
to move almost 300km from their
homes in Hout Bay.

Sunday’s march is organised by
the Hout Bay Civic Association.

Roscoe Jacobs, the asociaton’s
secretary, said the memorandum
calls for Oceana to revert to oper-
ating its Hout Bay factory 180 days
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a year; that the City of Cape Town
underiakes 10 not let the draft
emissions bylaw affect produc-
tion; that the Deparunent of Pub-
lic Works extend Oceana’s lease
agreement; and details some con-
cerns about the harbour, includ-
ing opposition to the City and
provincial government's plan w0
run the harbour

This is the m'ond mass action
following a march by the Food
and Allied Workers’ Union

(FAWU), to the Cape Town civic
centre and Oceana’s head office
on the Foreshore on Friday Sep-
tember 11.

Hout Bay residents, the South
African Communist Party (SACP)
and trade union federation
Cosatu also supported that march.

The demands to the company
and the City include that Occana
stop threatening to close the fac-
tory; and that the City stop threat-
ening to take away Oceana’s per-
mit, among others.

They have given the City and
Oceana untl today, Friday Sep-
tember 18, 10 respond, failing
which, they threatened to march
to Oceana and the City twice a
week. Fawu provincial secretary,
Meshack Mtechane, said: “The
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& Left: Oceana Brands
workers marched tothe
mayor’s office and Oceana’s
head office of the foreshore
against the proposed closure
of the factory on Friday
September 11

M Right: Hout Bay Civic
Association secretary Roscoe
Jacobs speaks to the crowd
outside the civic centre.

‘They must go find fresh air some

company is being closed because
a few wealthy people have put
pressure on the City. We reject the
campaign by a tiny minority who
have suddenly discovered they
enjoy the view of our landscape.
Then to say because there is a
smell, the factory must move. This
is degentrification. They will sce
that over my dead body.

“Long before some individuals
came to Hout Bay, the smell which
they are so uncomfortable with,
was there. We are saying, a smell
does not kill anyone. If there is
anyone who has died as a result of
a smell, they should report it to
the police who will investigate. No
sober-minded judge will take that
matter seriously. Our police will
not waste their ume o pursue a

complaint about someone saying
there is a smell.

'l’(‘()')ll' must learn to live with the
smell for four weeks out of a year or
leave Hout Bay. They must go find
fresh air somewhere else

“If the Gity or any other sphere
supports such an anti-poor, anfi work-
ing class development, we will reject
it,” he said.

The crowd jeered Willred
Solomons-Johannes, the City’s man-
ager for special projects and commu-
nity engagement, when he accepted
the memorandum.

Mr Solomons-johannes said
mavor Patricia de Lille could not
accept the memorandum as she was
out of the country.

“The executive mayor has given
an order for us to engage. It is not the
City's prerogative to close the factory
down. It's a private business. It has
nothing to do with the municipality.

“The mayor has instructed that we
immediately engage with the owners,
the provincial government, the
Department of Agriculmure and Wes-
§ro to see what we can do to keep the
company operating. We are looking
at interventions and other ways we
can help.” ¢

At various points in his speech he
asked people 1o be quiet and threat-
ened 1o sign the memorandum and
leave if the crowd would not settle
down. Barry James Mitchell, SACP
leader, dismissed Mr Solomon-
Johannes’ address, saying he spoke to
the workers with a “baas mentality”.

“We are hoping Oceana doesn’t
speak o :oﬂwn in that ne. We
cannot sell our labour power, With-
out workers, there is no . We
have one opponent. It might be dif-
ferent faces, different skin colours,
different suits and it might come
from different  air diti
offices, but our one en;:yn is ;;x";g
ism,” he said.

(3«;\;::1 el o e
y. 1hey said they care,
were a

where else’

Hangberg. Let's be real.. don’t
believe the lies.”

At the Oceana head office, chief
executive officer Francois Paul Kat-
tel, accepted the memorandum

Mr Miechane asked that the com-
p«"l\ “exercse caution .{nd pzurn(c
and give us the space as Fawu, civic
association and all fraternal organisa-
tons to put hands and energy
together 1o defeat this iberal move
on the part of the City to turn Hout
Bay into an enclave of the few

wealthy”.

¢ We will not

bow to
pressure from a
tiny minority 9

“We are confident we will defeat
the City. The Oceana group must
forge hands, and together confront
the City, preferably through mean-
ingful dialogue so that we find a las-
ing solution.

“We will not bow to pressure from
a tiny minority,” he said.

Mr Kuttel said he wanted 1o “put
on record that it was improper ©
characterise the whole of Hout Bay's
white community as wanting the fac-
tory gone” and that “the factory has
for years twiled the batde of keeping
the plant going because what we've
scen is the vast mz!on’ty actually want
the factory 1o stay”.

“It is a difficult time for the com-
pany. You have my assurance that we
will continue as we have, 1o engage
with you regarding this difficult mat
ter. We've had a number of areas of
Opposition and it is not just a minor-
':Z e: P;&Plr there are a number :

are challenging us.
these challenges have grown, we have
considered what we can do to ensure




