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he City of Cape Town has
conceded that emissions
from the Oceana Fishmeal
factory could be harmful to the
health of residents living in the fac-
tory’s immediate surroundings.
This came to light after Hang-
berg residents living in the tempo-
rary relocation area, who are on the
waiting list for permanent housing,

-expressed their dissatisfaction after

the Community Residential Units
(CRU) which were earmarked to
be developed on Erf 8474 — known
to locals as Dallas — were unexpect-
edly halted.

Siyabulela Mamkeli, mayoral
committee member for health, said
the projectwas placed on hold after
an air quality study was commis-

sioned and a specialist consultant

recommended that the proposed

sites not be d('vclopcd for residen-

tial purposes.

He admitted that emissions
from industrial processes can
potentially be harmful to human
health and for that reason, he said
it was necessary to manage and
assess the impacts of industrial
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activities on new residential devel-
opments where In worst-case sce-
narios, potcmial air pollution risks
may occur. .
Before the recent health risk
assessment, Mr Mamkeli stuck to

his guns, saying the ambient air
quality concentrations recorded at
the Western Cape Government
monitoring station, located at Sen-
tinel Primary School in Hangberg,
were considerably below the World

M Ef8474
known to
locals as the
Dallas site
overlooks
the Oceana
fishmeal
factory.
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Health Organisation’s (WHO) haz-

ardous health guideline and simply
described the smell = which has
been a very controversial topic for
the past few years — to be on a nui-

sance level (“Call for legal action,”

-

Sentinel, April 22).

But affected Hangberg residents

say the factory is not to blame.

Resident Andrea Small was
moved to the temporary relocation
area about three years ago and 1is
currently awaiting housing in the
Dallas development.

She said although the City has
not been very clear in its communi-
cation with residents, she feels the
factory cannot be blamed for the
delay in the project.

“I have spent my entire life in
Hangberg and grew up very close to
the factory. I have never had any
skin conditions, or asthma or any-
thing else. My children are all very
healthy and my mother who is over
seventy has never had any health
problems,” she said.

Ms Small said there were many
rumours doing the rounds at the
moment and that the City could
have handled the situation better
by communicating more with resi-
dents.

Continued on page 3
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Residents not opposed to houses despite emissions
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Another H&ngbcrg resident, who
asked not to be identified. has
also been waiting for a CRU in
Dallas for more than three vears.

She said since they heard that
the development would be
halted earlier this vear, the resi-
dents iving in the temporary
relocation area have had no com-
munication from the Citv as to
where the new development
would be and how long they sull
needed to stay in the temporary
relocation area.

“The Iving conditons in the
temporary relocaton area are
not ideal. The homes are bitterly
cold in winter and excruciating
hot in summer. They (the City)
have used bubble wrap for insu-
laton and it is obviously not
ideal,” she said.

In her opinion, the City
should have done a land audit
before removing the families who
lived on Erf 8474 three years ago.

She said a unit in the new Sea
View housing development —
known to locals as Texas — was
offered to her but she declined.
“It is not what the City promised
me,” she said.

The City officially opened the

R30 million development with 71
rental units in December last
year ("Houses for Hangberg,”
Sentinel, December 11). i

| However, she said, the reason

given bv the City as to whyv the
development was put on hold was
outrageous.

"I was born in Hangberg and
have lived here my entire life and
so has my family. We have never
had a problem with the smell
from the factorv or ever been sick
from it,” she said.

Warren Abrahams, secretarv
of the Peace and Mediation
Forum (PMF), said the City and
the PMF were currently dis-
cussing the Dallas housing devel-
opmcfnt.

He said the PMF had adwvised
the City that the smell was of no
concern to the residents and that
the building development proy
ect should go ahead as previously
planned.

He said if the plot was to
remain vacant, families currently
living in the temporary relocaton
area wanted to move back to
their plots on Erf 8474.

“The temporary relocation
area has become unsafe as the
fence around the area was stolen
and anvone can walk though the
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area. There are also health and
noise complaints,” he said.

He said the City was currently
putting up fencing at the Dallas
site to curb illegal structures
going up and was in the process
of installing information and
warmning signage to advise the
community that it was earmarked
for development.

“There is an urgent need for
housing in Hangberg and the
City needs to do a housing survey
as soon as possible. 3 |

“Copies of the air quality
assessment have also been
requested from the City but to
date we haven’t received the
report yet and the community 1s
going as per word of mouth from
City officials,” he said.

Benedicta van Minnen, the
mayoral committee member for
human settlements, said two
alternative sites have been ident-
fied and a similar air quality
study is under way for those sites.

“The City intends to develop
housing on those sites in the near
future if they are found to be suit-
able for residential purposes.

“The families that were resid-
ing on the Dallas site will then be
afforded a housing opportunity
on the new sites,” she said.
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